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For hundreds of years peopleof the Pacificnorth-westin

the USA have reported seeing apelikecreatures roamingin
wilderness.Becauseof its extraordinary footprints they have
calledthe legendaryanimalBig foot.

"sasquatch",the CanadianIndian
term for half-man,half-apebeings.

As in the casesof the LochNess
monsterand unidentifiedflying objects,
no one has ever produceda body.But
thatdoesnot lay the matterto rest.On
the contrary,beliefin the beastas
greaternow than ever.

In -moderntimes,the only evidenceof
the sasquatch has been footprints.

Woodsmen in Washington/Oregonand
northernCaliforniareportedseeing huge
manliketracksin the mud, anywhere

from14 to 18 incheslong.

But westernfrontiersmenhad such
reputations

as tellersof tall talesand
perpetratorsof outlandishhoaxes that
few believedtheir storiesabout Bigfoot.

At last a northernCaliforniadaily
newspaper,took up the cause.The
Eureka Humboldt Times-Standard began
to print sasquatchstories.Plastercasts
of its footprintswere made by several
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researchers and placed on exhibition

at the EurekaChamberof Commerce.

But Times-Standardpublisher, Don
O'Kane,was so well knownas a practical

joker,as wellas a zealous promoterof
tourismin the baillwickof his' newspaper

that his campaignto
authenticate

the legendwas disregarded by serious

anthropologists.
Now therehas been a

resurgence

of
interestin the mythicalcreaturewith
a rashof

reported, sightings

and at least
one piece of photographicevidence.The
latter,a 20-secondmoviefilmedin 1967
whichhas been televised,showsa giant,
hair-covered,ape-like human, with
pendulousbreasts,walkingalong a
creekbed, turningat one pointtowards

the photographer,the late Roger
Patterson,of Yakima, Washington.

Since the Pattersonfilm was
published,two or three hundrednew
reportshave been documented annually
by sasquatchhunters.

The first recordedreportin North
Americawas that of PresidentTheodore
Rooseveltin the mid-1800swhich related

the storyof a
fur-trapper

who told him
his partnerhad been killedby a
two-legged "greatbeast"in a mountain
valleyin Idaho.

Since then thousandsof sasquatchsighting
storieshave come,from the

populaceof north-westUnited States
and Canada.They have been printedin
a book entitled"Sasquatch"by David
Green.

Accordingto these accountsall sasquatches
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do not lookalike,althoughthey
all exhibitsome common characterists.

They are large, hair-covered, apelike
and walkon two legs.But theyvaryin
color- red, black, brown, white mottled
— and the numberof toes— five,four,

three.

One
researcher, writerJoel Hurd of

Tucson,Arizona,who has been hunting

the beastfor four years, theorises,
that

the
sasquatch couldbe a memberof a

Neanderthalman segmentthat broke
off from the main speciesand became
isolated,then failedto evolve.

Why has no sasquatchever been
captured?They are too smart,Hurd
thinks.

Hundredsof peopleflockto reported
sasquatch areasin the hope of bagging

one. They go-armedwith guns.A dead
body wouldbe sure proofof the
creature'sexistence.

A smallfarm town in Wisconsinwas
overwhelmedby huntersin 1966 after
a "hairy,manlikecreature"was
publicised.
"Theywere armedmen in a crazed

stateof mind,"says Hurd."Theyconverged

on a farm,a
six-pack-of

beerin
one handand a riflein the other.There

was a trafficproblemfor milesaround.
Policehad to comein to breakit up."

For this reason,says Hurd he will
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not tellthe exact locations
of his "finds",

manyof whichhavebeenmadein the
state of Washington.However,he will
permittapes of allegedsasquatchnoises
to be heard.They were recordedin
woods near where sasquatchwere suspected

to be. They are an
astonishing

varietyof whoops,screamsand hyena-type
laughter.

The state of Washington is beginning

to take the sasquatchtheoryseriously.

One of its counties, Skamania,has
adopteda law levyinga $10,000fine on
anyonewho shootssasquatch.

True believersare scornfulof the
scepticismand hostilityof the U.S.
scientific community.Hurd displaysa
letterfrom the primatebiologyprogram

of the Smithsonian Institution.
It reads,

in part:"It is my
professionalopinion

that thesemysteriouscreaturesdo not
exist.I

respectfullysubmitthat it is
ill-advisedto undertake scientificinvestigation

of creatures whichhave not
been

demonstrated
to exist,when there

are many known mammalswhich merit
far more study than they have
received...."

Russian scientistsrecentlyanalysed
the Pattersonfilm and concludedit was
not a fake.Hurdthinkshe may,be the
first to

authenticate
that sasquatchs do

in fact existand are Darwin's"missing

link" betweenthe highestprimatesand
man.
Long ago the AmericanIndian,believed
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legendsconcerningthe creature.The
Yuroks of northernCaliforniabelieve
its functionis to keep men and nature

in harmony.Anothertribe,believesit
punishesany Indianwho desecratesthe
land.
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Is sasquatcha half-ape,half-man creature depicted
Here by

Kizwosky,
too smartto be

captured,
or just the

product of several over-activeimaginations?


